Do turf wars kill patients?
While physicians are often heard to complain that they are overworked with a heavy patient burden, so-called turf wars lurk under the surface, wherein physicians wrangle for the ability to perform what are generally highly-remunerated and quickly-performed procedures and interventions with excellent patient outcomes. It is very possible that within such turf wars, one specialty is consistently more skilled at performing the procedure than another, and therefore patient lives may be unnecessarily lost. This article hypothesizes that such differences in skills do exist between specialties and proposes a study to determine this.